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---Upon commencing at 2:00 p.m. 

MADAM CHAIR: Please be seated. 

This is the third scheduled meeting of 
the Timber Management Hearing in Geraldton. Is there 
anyone here today who did not attend either of the two 
sessions yesterday? 

(no response) 

Well, no new faces. I don't have to go 
through my introductory remarks again and I guess there 
is no one who wants to speak to the Board, so this will 
be a very quick session and we will just have a few 
pieces of business to go through. 

Ms. Blastorah? 

MS. BLASTORAH: I have one affidavit to 
file, Mrs. Koven, an affidavit of John Dadds in 
relation to this hearing in Geraldton and it's dated 
September 25th, 1990, the Affidavit of John Dadds, and 
Ltesteinkrelatlons to the newspaper anid, radacmnotice of 
this Geraldton session of the community hearings. 

MADAM CHAIR: That will be Exhibit 1404. 
---EXHIBIT NO. 1404: Affidavit of Service of John 

Dadds re newspaper and radio 
notice of public hearings in 
Geraldton. 

MADAM CHAIR: Is there any other business 


that we have to take care of this afternoon? 
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I was asked to remind the parties that we 
are starting at one o'clock on Monday. The fax was 
sent out earlier in the week but some of you are 
already travelling so you may not know that. 

We are sitting 1:00 until 5:00 on Monday 
and we will also be sitting on the regular day Tuesday 
which is 9:00 to 4:00 and we won't be sitting 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

And then the following week we are 
Sitting Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. Ms. Swenarchuk 
was unable to produce her witnesses for either of the 
two Wednesdays. 

And I understand there is one person in 
the audience who works for Domtar and he or she would 
like to address the Board. 

Who is that? 

MR. BELANGER: Right here. 

MADAM CHAIR: Yes. Would you like to 
come forward, sir, and we will Swear you ut eh 

Good afternoon. 

KEVIN BELANGER, Sworn 

MADAM CHAIR: And your name, please? 

MR. BELANGER: Kevin Belanger. 

. MADAM CHAIR: Kevin Belanger. Thank you. 


Sit down, if you are more comfortable, 
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whichever. 


PRESENTATION BY MR. BELANGER: 


My name is Kevin Belanger, I work for 
Domtar Forest Products out of Red Rock, I'm the 
regional forester for Domtar. 

I would just like to provide some 
information on some of the sequences that were shown 
last night in Mr. Harold Hein's video and which Domtar 
was mentioned. 

Tecan ——tmcrcavery Nardyvto refer to a 
specific scene, they weren't numbered so I'm just sort 
of going by the notes I took. 

The first sequence I would like to 
address was that of some washouts on the camp 75 road 
as referred to by Mr. Hein. He stated this road was 
Maintained at the taxpayers' expense. I would just 
like to point out that this road was built over 15 
years ago by the company and today it has been | 
maintained at our exnenee: ue eWasmnoty eligible: for 
funding. 

It was also built prior to An VEOLNOUL 
interim guidelines, but when there are washouts that 
occur they are being repaired Paliowing existing 
guidelines. Also on all washouts in general we 


regularly maintain four to five hundred kilometres of 
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roads on our licence just to give the Board an idea of 
the order of magnitude. 

MADAM CHAIR: Was that 400 kilometres, 
Mr. Belanger? 

MR. BELANGER: That's correct. Between 
four to 500 just primary road. And again, much of this 
road was built prior to the guidelines. They were 
built from a period anywhere as early as 50 years ago 
some of these roads. 

Again, because of the unpredictability of 
the snow melt and Mother Nature in general there is 
bound to be washouts occurring. Just to point that 
out. 

The second point I would like to comment 
on was a comment made about a dump on the Domtar 
licence and I just wanted to point out the present 
practices of the company is to haul our garbage to MOE 
approved dump sites. 

There was also a comment made about 
batteries in the dump. And again for the Board's 
information, that we have a battery recycling program 
which sort of an exchange with our suppliers to get 
around this type of problem, as well, to save these 
dumps from filling up we separate any scrap metal, and 


o 


this is something we do on our own and have it removed 
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by a scrap metal dealer. 
Probably the third one, again it was 
difficult to pick up on or make reference to specific 


frames, but there was a comment or a question made by 


Mr. Hein, he was asking why in a certain area our 


licence was sprayed that he couldn't see any poplar 
competition. 

And I am intimately familiar with that 
site and I would like to point out to the Board that 
this area was chemically tended to control grass 
competition, and just a little bit of background on 
this, what happens when the grass at this particular 
location overtops - these are jackpine seedlings that 
are planted there - what happens when the grass 
overtops these seedlings, there is -- in the wintertime 
there is snow-laden -- the snow falls across the 
seedlings and flattens them and it either causes them 
to break or bend or smothers them entirely, so just to 
clarify and answer Mr. Hein's question. 

There was one other point Mr. Hein 
brought up was about an area in the same location and 
had noted that we were burning merchantable wood and ne 
the -Board had it noted the amount of slash-at this 


location outside of the burn area, this site is a 


-balsam/fir salvage area and has a preponderance of dead 
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trees in the understorey that were there prior to 
harvesting. . So the site was: harvested and whole tree 
chipped, which is a very efficient form of harvesting 
in terms of utilization. So it definitely wasn't an 
intentional burning of merchantable timber as Mr. Hein 
had pointed out. 

That's about, all fF coulGPmake=ouc rrom 
the video because it was bouncing around there was no 
more reference to stop one or stop 2, so I think 
probably upon further examination of it, you know, 
there may be some further points I would like to is 
some further points of clarification I would like to 
provide. 

MADAM CHAIR: Are there any questions for 
Mr. Belanger? 

Mr. Cosman? 

MR. COSMAN: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. 

Mr. Belanger, you referred to the road 
that had been washed out in I think the first sequence 
of the video. Are you familiar with the specific road 
in question? 

MR. BELANGER: Yes I am, eae jUSe right 
off the highway, Highway ll. 

MR. COSMAN: And is it today in the state 


of repair that was shown right after the washout? 
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MR. BELANGER: Yeah, there has been some 
remedial work. carried out at that site actually this 
summer, beside just filling in that location and 
walking away from the location we have done some 
remedial work. 


Again, the road was built some time ago 


- and we have done work in the form of bank stabilization 


and we have taken steps to ensure that washouts don't 
occur at) thatstocationvagain< 

MR. COSMAN: And with respect to the 
dump site that was referred to in the photograph, is 
that a site that you are familiar with? 

MR. BELANGER: That's correct. 

MR. COSMAN: And you have actually seen 
that site? 

MR. BELANGER: Yes, I know where that 
location is. 

MR. COSMAN: And are your dump sites 
approved by the Ministry of the Environment? 

MR. BELANGER: Yes, they are. 

MR. COSMAN: Thank you. 

MADAM CHAIR: Mr. Belanger, Mr. Hein 
mentioned two other points with respect to his 
interpretation of what the eaatite of spraying were in 


one of the areas that we saw on the video, and he made 
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two points. 

One is that he thought that in some areas 
the spraying had stimulated the growth of poplar, and 
of course he is under the impression that it was meant 
to suppress onion and the second point that he made 
was he seemed to be pointing to jackpines that were 
sort of juvenile age size and he was showing brown 
parts on them and he said that the damage to the 
jackpine was also a result of spraying. 

Were you able to recall those two points 
he made, and I know it's difficult because I can't even 
tell you exactly where he said that site was located. 

MR. BELANGER: He was making reference to 
another licence area, not to the Domtar Forest Products 
licence area, so I'm not familiar with the location. I 
saw the video but I'm not too aware of the situation 
there, so I can't really comment on that. 

MADAM CHAIR: Can any of the parties 
remind me, what other licence area did he refer to in 
thesvideo? eiledidneta-= 

MR. COSMAN: I believe it was the Auden - 
Forest, Madam Chair. 

MADAM CHAIR: How do you spell that? 

MS. BLASTORAH: A-u-d-e-n, Auden. 


MADAM CHAIR: Auden forest, and which 
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company has that FMA? 

-MS.-BLASTORAH: It's an Abitibi 
company -- it's a company unit. and the licence holder 
is Abitibi-Price. 

MADAM CHAIR: Thank you. 

-~-MR. COSMAN: Madam Chair, again, that was 
a matter which was duplicated in the video or in the 
slides and we are going to get answers on what happened 
there, although I think actually it was the Ministry 
that conducts the spraying, as you know, but to the 
extent that the company knows, we will get those 
answers. 

MADAM CHAIR: All right. Thank you, Mr. 
Cosman. 

MS. BLASTORAH: Mrs. Koven, I'm advised 
in relation to the Auden unit, the licence holder is 
mp diniee qicee the third party operators are MacMillan 
Bloedel and Northern Wood Preservers. 

MADAM CHAIR: Thank you. 

All rigntya thank vou Vvenyomuch a Mr. 
Belanger. 

MS. BLASTORAH: Mrs. Koven, I have one 
question. 

MADAM CHAIR: Sorry. 


MS. BLASTORAH: Just before Mr. Belanger 
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leaves. You mentioned the water crossing that was 


shown in the video had been repaired this past summer, 


Mr. Belanger. Did the Ministry have any involvement in 


that repair work? 

MR. BELANGER: Yes, the repair work was 
discussed with the Ministry as to what type of remedial 
action should take place to ensure that that situation 
does not occur again. 

MS. BLASTORAH: Thank you. 

MR. COSMAN: Madam Chair, just one 
question. There was a reference in the video to 
culverts, Mr. Belanger. 

Is there anything you can add 
to what you have already said about what appears to 
have been the case of a lot of water around a specific 
culvert. I think it was tied in with the sequence of 
the road. 

MR. BELANGER: Yeah. Other than the fact 
that it's going to the magnitude and the large area 
chat ‘it's quite likely that that is leveled to a curve, 
at some point somewhere on the licence you're liable to 
have a washout for whatever reasons, sometimes even 
beaver related as well as snow melt. 

MADAM CHAIR: And one more question Mr. 


Belanger. - In your area, your FMA area, with respect to 


Farr & Associates Reporting, Inc. 


24 


25 


Belanger 43200 


roads we have heard suggestions that there is some 
demand for tugs to be maintained. Do you have remote 
tourist operators operating in your area as well? 

MR. BELANGER: We have one remote 
outfitter. Again, I say remote of a semi-remote nature 
and we don't really impact on him in any way that I'm 
aware of. 

MADAM CHAIR: So the issues you are 
facing here have to do with the public wanting roads 
Maintained for various reasons as opposed to road 
closures to protect any remote tourist operator? 

MR. BELANGER: Yeah, it wasn't a closure 
issue, it waS a just a maintenance issue. 

MADAM CHAIR: Okay. Thank you very much. 

MR. BELANGER: If I might add, the one 
road, the Hudson Bay Road that Mr. Hein refers to is a 
tertiary road and the date at which he showed that was 
May the 9th. 

This is a period of time -- I believe it 
was May the 9th. It was a period of time that we often 
refer to as spring breakup. 

MADAM CHAIR: All right. Thank you very 
much. 

MS. BLASTORAH: Mrs. Koven, just perhaps 


a point of clarification arising out of that last 
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comment. 

Mr. Belanger, in terms of the pictures we 
saw of the Hudson Bay Road, you indicated that those 
photographs were taken during what you call the spring 
breakup. What would the consequences of that be or 
what relation would that have to what we were seeing in 
the video, the fact that it was the spring breakup 
period? 

MR. BELANGER: I believe Mr. Hein 
commented on the condition of the road. Any haul 
traffic or any traffic at all onlalroadsqauringsitne 
spring breakup period will result in rutting and mud 
and anybody with a dirt driveway in northern Ontario 


knows the impact of the snow melt on their driveway in 


, the spring, so I, believe thats the point @ Mr sueinewas 


making. 

MS. BLASTORAH: Dene you. 
---Mr. Belanger withdraws 

MADAM CHAIR: All right. We will close 
this session of the Timber eeeaenene Hearing and we 
will return at seven o'clock this evening. 

Thank you. 
--~Recess takenvat 2:20) p.m. 
---On resuming at 7:00 p.m. 


MADAM CHAIR: Please be seated. Good 
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evening again. 

Is there. anyone in the audience tonight 
who has not been at the sessions, either yesterday or 
this afternoon? 

(no response) 

In that case then we will have a very 
short discussion. I won't go through my introductory 
remarks and there is really nothing that we have to 
say, unless someone wants to speak to us. 

Do the parties have anything they need to 
discuss. 

Mr. Cosman? 

MR. COSMAN: No, thank you, Madam Chair. 

MADAM CHAIR: All right. Well, in that 
case we will close the session very quickly. 

Thank you very much for coming and for 
the hospitality we have Beeaee howh in Geraldton and we 
close this session of the Timber Management Hearing. 

Thank you. 

---Whereupon the hearing was adjourned at 7:02 p.m., to 


be reconvened in Toronto, Ontario, on Monday, 
October lst, 1990, commencing at 1:00 p.m. 


{c. copyright 1985] 
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